BMI HONORS GOSPEL’S BEST & BRIGHTEST AT THE TRAILBLAZERS OF GOSPEL MUSIC AWARDS IN LAS VEGAS
DONNIE MCCLURKIN PRESENTED WITH SONG OF THE YEAR FOR “I NEED YOU”
The Private Luncheon Also Recognized the Top Ten Most Performed 
Gospel Songs Of 2017


[bookmark: _GoBack]March 26, 2018 (New York, NY) - BMI honored the best and brightest in gospel music at the BMI Trailblazers of Gospel Music luncheon, held on March 23rd at La Cave in Las Vegas, Nevada. Renowned singer/songwriter Donnie McClurkin was awarded the event’s highest honor of Song of the Year for his hit "I Need You, " which spent 58 weeks on Billboard’s Hot Gospel Songs chart. The private ceremony was hosted by BMI Vice-President, Creative, Atlanta Catherine Brewton and Assistant Vice-President, Creative, Los Angeles Wardell Malloy.
 
The uplifting event also celebrated the remarkable achievements of the gospel community recognizing the Ten Most Performed Songs of the Year (2017) from its affiliated songwriters. Those songs included  "#YDIA" written by Lucius B. Hoskins; "Better" written by Jason Clayborn; "Father Jesus Spirit" written and performed by Fred Hammond with co-writer Shelton Summons;  "God Provides" written by Kirk Franklin; "God's Grace" written and performed by Luther Barnes;  "Hang On" written by Derrick Starks; "Never Have to Be Alone” written by Alvin Love III; "Victory Belongs to Jesus" written and performed by Todd Dulaney; "You" written and performed by Jeremy Boyd with co-writer Jermaine Dolly and "You Deserve It" written by David Bloom.
 
“It was an honor to recognize the work of these incredible songwriters who have touched so many with their unique gift,” said Brewton. “Their music has been a cornerstone of worship and they continue to inspire others through their songwriting.”
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ABOUT BMI:
Celebrating over 77 years of service to songwriters, composers, music publishers and businesses, Broadcast Music, Inc.® (BMI®) is a global leader in music rights management, serving as an advocate for the value of music. BMI represents the public performance rights in nearly 13 million musical works created and owned by more than 800,000 songwriters, composers, and music publishers. The Company negotiates music license agreements and distributes the fees it generates as royalties to its affiliated writers and publishers when their songs are performed in public. In 1939, BMI created a groundbreaking open-door policy becoming the only performing rights organization to welcome and represent the creators of blues, jazz, country, and American roots music. Today, the musical compositions in BMI’s repertoire, from chart toppers to perennial favorites, span all genres of music and are consistently among the most-performed hits of the year. For additional information and the latest BMI news, visit bmi.com, follow us on Twitter @BMI or stay connected through Broadcast Music, Inc.‘s Facebook page. Sign up for BMI’s The Weekly™ and receive our e-newsletter every Monday to stay up to date on all things music.
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