FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BYRON WRIGHT RETURNS TO BMI AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CREATIVE, ATLANTA 
(New York, NY- March 9, 2021) – BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc.) announced today that Byron Wright will return to the company, joining the R&B/Hip-Hop department as Executive Director, Creative, Atlanta. Wright will be responsible for identifying, signing, and developing new talent while also maintaining relationships with existing affiliates, publishers, and administrators. He will be based out of BMI’s Atlanta office and report directly to the Vice President of Creative, Atlanta, Catherine Brewton, effective immediately.  
[bookmark: _Hlk65843905]“I am delighted to welcome Byron back to BMI. He is a respected executive who brings extensive industry experience, strong relationships and a true passion for music and its creators to the position,” said Brewton, Vice President Creative, Atlanta. “He has been essential in fostering the career development of numerous celebrated artists, and I look forward to seeing Byron build on those successful relationships that we have within the industry and songwriting community in Atlanta and beyond.”
[bookmark: _Hlk65742893]“I’m excited to rejoin my BMI family and to continue guiding the careers of some of the world’s most talented music creators,” said Wright. “It’s an absolute honor to work alongside Catherine and the rest of the team once again and support the company's unparalleled level of dedication and service to its affiliates. I’m looking forward to this next chapter with BMI.” 
Wright returns to BMI most recently having held the position of Senior Director of A&R at Epic Records, where he oversaw the career development of artists such as Kodie Shane and ADÉ. Prior to joining Epic, he was appointed Director of A&R at Warner/Chappell Music Publishing where he signed DJ Durel, rapper Shy Glizzy and songwriter/producer K-Major. 
Wright previously spent ten years at BMI, joining in 2006 as an Associate Director before rising to a Senior Director, where he was instrumental in producing signature events including the popular ‘How I Wrote That Song’ panels and the BMI R&B/Hip-Hop Awards where iconic talent such as LA Reid, Babyface, Mariah Carey and The Jacksons were honored under his term. He also produced the highly anticipated Beat Summit Showcases featuring hip-hop luminaries such as Zaytoven, Drumma Boy, DJ Toomp and Mannie Fresh. Notable signings while at BMI included Future, Metro Boomin, Young Thug, Lil Yachty and Sonny Digital, to name a few. During his tenure, he was named one of Billboard's 2011 Top 30 Music Executives Under 30.
Wright holds a Bachelor of Business Administration, Marketing, from the University of West Georgia. While attending, he served as Founder and President of the UWG Entertainment Group, a networking organization for students to connect with some of the industry’s top entertainment professionals.  

ABOUT BMI:
Celebrating over 80 years of service to songwriters, composers, music publishers and businesses, Broadcast Music, Inc.® (BMI®) is a global leader in music rights management, serving as an advocate for the value of music. BMI represents the public performance rights in over 17 million musical works created and owned by more than 1.1 million songwriters, composers, and music publishers. The Company negotiates music license agreements and distributes the fees it generates as royalties to its affiliated writers and publishers when their songs are performed in public. In 1939, BMI created a groundbreaking open-door policy becoming the only performing rights organization to welcome and represent the creators of blues, jazz, country, and American roots music. Today, the musical compositions in BMI’s repertoire, from chart toppers to perennial favorites, span all genres of music and are consistently among the most-performed hits of the year. For additional information and the latest BMI news, visit bmi.com, follow us on Twitter and Instagram @BMI or stay connected through Broadcast Music, Inc.‘s Facebook page. Sign up for BMI’s The Weekly™ and receive our e-newsletter every week to stay up to date on all things music.
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Brittnee Walker
BBWalker@bmi.com
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Jodie Thomas
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